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Abstract: In the advent of Generative Artificial Intelligence, especially LLM’s such as ChatGPT, we 
are inundated with forecasts that these tools will radically change employment, our work lives, 
and the economy. If so, they argue, our education systems must change in response. In particular, 
they claim today’s students need to learn AI skills. Rarely, however, do any of these commentators 
specify what AI skills we should be teaching. At the same time, many professors are treating 
generative AI equivalent to plagiarism and excluding it from the class room. If those calling for AI 
skill training are correct, then these professors are negligent in their duty to prepare students for 
the world they will face. I will make two arguments in response to this. First, I will argue that there 
is no such thing as uniquely generative AI skill. That is, they do not exist and so cannot be taught 
or learned. Second, I will turn recent research in the cognitive effects of generative AI on learning. 
I will use this to argue that, generative AI is not just skill-less, but actually de-skills its users. From 
a virtue ethics perspective then, current generative AI is harmful to education as such.  
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